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BECOMING 

THE MAN
YOUR FAMILY 
NEEDS – PT 3

1 Timothy 3:1-7

“It is a trustworthy statement: if any man aspires to the office of overseer, it is a 
fine work he desires to do. An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the 

husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 
not addicted to wine or pugnacious, but gentle, peaceable, free from the love of 

money. He must be one who manages his own household well, keeping his 
children under control with all dignity (but if a man does not know how to manage 

his own household, how will he take care of the church of God?), and not a new 
convert, so that he will not become conceited and fall into the condemnation 

incurred by the devil. And he must have a good reputation with those outside the 
church, so that he will not fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.”
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Summary Quality: “above reproach” (1 Timothy 3:2a)

At Home In Himself With People

husband of one wife (3:2) temperate (3:2) respectable (3:2)

manages his household 
well (3:4-5) prudent (3:2) hospitable (3:2)

not addicted to wine (3:3) able to teach (3:2)

free from the love of money (3:3) not pugnacious (3:3)

not a new convert (3:6) gentle (3:3)

peaceable (3:3)

has a good reputation 
with those outside (3:7)
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“respectable” (v. 2b)

• The Greek adjective κόσμιος (kosmios) translated as “respectable” in 1 Timothy 3:2
pertains to “having characteristics or qualities that evoke admiration or delight.”

 1 Timothy 2:9 – “Likewise, I want women to adorn themselves with proper 
[respectable] clothing, modestly and discreetly, not with braided hair and 
gold or pearls or costly garments.”

• The related Greek verb, κοσμέω (kosmeō, “to adorn”), means “to put in order so as 
to appear neat or well organized” or “to cause something to have an attractive 
appearance through decoration.”

• The adjective and the verb trace their origin to the Greek word κόσμος (kosmos). 

• When the apostle Paul uses this term “respectable” in 1 Timothy 3:2, Paul 
describes one whose life beautifully portrays the Christian faith.

 κόσμος (kosmos) can also be used to 
refer to “that which serves to beautify 
through decoration” (see 1 Pet 3:3).

 It is from these Greek words that we 
derive our English word “cosmetics.”
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• A “respectable” man attracts a following without ever having to search for one. 

• His lifestyle makes his convictions credible and compelling.

• He leads on the basis of moral authority, not mere 
title.

• “A godly man lives in such a way that his life beautifies 
the gospel. He makes Jesus beautiful and the gospel 
attractive to outsiders” (Ray Pritchard).

• Respectability is that quality of a leader (husband, father) that makes 
submission to his leadership easy. 

• All Christians are commanded to live an “attractive” life.

 Titus 2:9-10 – “Urge bondslaves to be subject to their own masters in 
everything, to be well-pleasing, not argumentative, not pilfering, but 
showing all good faith so that they will adorn [κοσμέω, kosmeō] the 
doctrine of God our Savior in every respect.”

 1 Peter 3:1-4 – “In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own 
husbands so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they 
may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives, as they 
observe your chaste and respectful behavior. Your adornment [κόσμος, 
kosmos] must not be merely external—braiding the hair, and wearing 
gold jewelry, or putting on dresses; but let it be the hidden person of the 
heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is 
precious in the sight of God.”
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• Different words, same concept:

 1 Peter 2:12 – “Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that 
in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may because of 
your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of 
visitation.”

 1 Peter 3:15-16 – “but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being
ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for 
the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; and keep a 
good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those 
who revile your good behavior in Christ will be put to shame.”

“Men of business, adorn the gospel by the strictness of your integrity. 
Ours is a just gospel, for God is Just, and yet the justifier of everyone 
that believes in Jesus. The gospel makes abundant provision for justice 
to all men, so I pray that you may be so exact, so particular about 
everything, that when men speak of you, they will not be able to say 
that you make a profession of religion, but it has not much effect upon 

your life. Never let it be so said truthfully; be so strictly just that people will not need 
to count money after you, for in that way they will see what is the meaning of the 
expression, ‘adorning the doctrine. . . .’ A person asked me, one day, ‘Is not such-and-
such a person Baptist?’ I replied, ‘I do not know him.’ He said, ‘He is a fellow who says 
a very long grace before his dinner and he goes to such-and-such a chapel.’ ‘Well,’ I 
answered, ‘if he goes there, he certainly attends a Baptist chapel.’ Then he said, ‘He 
is as big a thief as there is out of prison anywhere.’ I said, ‘I hope he is not a Baptist. 
At any rate, he is not a Christian if he is what you say, for a Christian is an honest 
man.’ Unless we are strictly so, we do not adorn the doctrine of God our Savior.”

—Charles Spurgeon
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Evaluating Your Respectability

Area of Focus Questions for Self-Evaluation

1. Your 
Convictions

Do you know the truth well enough to know how you ought to be living? Or is there a 
great divide—a hypocrisy—between how you live and what you believe?

2. Your 
Speech

Is the content of your speech wholesome and truthful? Or is your language filled with 
careless words, off-color humor, and inappropriate slang or cussing? Is the manner of 
your speaking loving and patient? Or do you communicate through biting sarcasm, put-
downs, arguing, or yelling?

3. Your 
Family

Does your family see a humble and consistent husband and father? Or do they see a 
split-personality: one at church or in public, and the other at home?

4. Your 
Work 

Do you work hard and honestly? Do you pay your taxes? Or do your coworkers see you 
relaxing when the boss is away? Do you cut corners when your customers are not 
looking? Do you cheat and steal?

Evaluating Your Respectability (cont’d)

Area of Focus Questions for Self-Evaluation

5. Your Social 
Media

Do your postings attract the kind of attention that will lead others to glorify God? Or do 
you hide behind pseudonyms to allow you to leave inappropriate comments?

6. Your 
Purity

If married, are you a one-woman man? Or do you have the reputation of socializing 
with other women? If you are single, do those around you observe self-control? Or are 
they suspicious of immoral behaviors?

7. Your 
Promises

Do those around you know that your “yes” means “yes,” and your “no” means “no”? 
Or do you break promises and renege on your agreements?

8. Your 
Recreation

Do the things you engage in to relax honorable and consistent with the rest of your 
life? Or do you have hobbies and habits which you keep hidden from others?
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“hospitable” (v. 2b)

• The Greek adjective φιλόξενος (philoxenos), translated as “hospitable” in 1 Timothy 
3:2, is comprised of two other Greek words:

φίλος (philos), “affection, love” + ξένος (xenos), “alien, stranger”

• The basic connotation of φιλόξενος (philoxenos): “affectionate towards strangers.”

• Hospitality, according to the ancients, is the expression of acts of charity towards 
those who do not merit such affection by virtue of a familial or a familiar
relationship.

• It is the creation of a relationship where one wouldn’t expect it to exist.
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• What is essential is that hospitality be an act of love expressed in an effort to 
contribute to the physical, emotional, or spiritual wellbeing of someone in need. 

• “Loving strangers” means being aware and responsive to the real needs of others 
which you are not obligated to meet.

• It is expected of all Christians:

 Romans 12:9-13 – “Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to 
what is good. Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to 
one another in honor; not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, 
serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to 
prayer, contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality.”

 1 Peter 4:9 – “Be hospitable to one another without complaint.”

“The local church is to be a family, a community of people 
who meet one another’s needs, bear one another’s 

burdens, and sacrificially serve one another. It is to be a 
picture of love in action—a compassionate, generous, and 

giving community.”

—Strauch, Leading with Love, 109.
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Reasons Why Christian Men Are Not Responsive to Needs

A lack of genuine love for others.

Selfishness with personal resources.

A lack of discipline in making plans. 

A skeptical view of what hospitality can accomplish.

Embarrassment over modest means.

A lack of awareness to what is going on around them.

Suggestions for Men to Cultivate Hospitality

Discuss this teaching with your wife.

Set a regular time each week or month to invite people to your home. 

Make a list of people who would be encouraged by your offer of hospitality.

Remember to invite people to your home during holiday seasons. 

When you minister to the others, make them the center of attention. 

Use your hobbies as opportunities to invite others to be with you



11/1/2018

10

H
is

 C
ha

ra
ct

er
 w

ith
 P

eo
pl

e
–

Pt
 3

“able to teach” (v. 2b)

• The Greek adjective διδακτικός (didactios), translated as “able to teach” in 1 
Timothy 3:2, refers primarily to skill in communication.

• From this Greek word we derive our English word 
“didactic,” which means “designed or intended to teach” 
or “intended to convey instruction and information.”

• While pastor-elders and those with the gift of teaching 
have the responsibility of teaching the entire 
congregation, individual Christians have the responsibility 
of communicating truth at the “one-another” level.
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• All Christians have a duty to minister the Word of God to others:

 Romans 15:14 – “And concerning you, my 
brethren, I myself also am convinced that you 
yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all 
knowledge and able also to admonish one 
another.

 Colossians 3:16 – “Let the word of Christ richly 
dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and 
admonishing one another with psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
thankfulness in your hearts to God.”

 1 Thessalonians 4:18 – “Therefore comfort one 
another with these words.”

• Husbands and fathers in particular must be active in communicating truth:

 Ephesians 5:28-29 – “So husbands ought also to love their own wives as 
their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself; for no one ever 
hated his own flesh, but nourishes [ἐκτρέφω, ektrephō] and cherishes it, just 
as Christ also does the church.”

 Ephesians 6:4 – “Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring 
them up [ἐκτρέφω, ektrephō] in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.”

 The only two times in the Greek NT this verb is used; implies nourishment 
using the Word of God.
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 Deuteronomy 6:6-9 – “These words, which I am commanding you today, 
shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your sons and 
shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the 
way and when you lie down and when you rise up. You shall bind them as a 
sign on your hand and they shall be as frontals on your forehead. You shall 
write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.”

 Proverbs 4:1 – “Hear, O sons, the instruction of a father, and give attention 
that you may gain understanding.”

Ingredients for Effective Christian Communication

1. The acknowledgement of one’s fundamental need to learn (Ezra 7:10; Luke 6:40).

2. The recognition of the true source of truth (Col 2:3, 8).

3. The commitment to apply the truth personally (Ezra 7:10; Rom 2:17-24).

4. A love towards those one desires to teach (1 Cor 13:1-2).

5. The courage to speak when the truth is not popular (Acts 4:19-20; 2 Tim 4:1-5). 

6. The discernment to identify and refute error (2 Cor 10:3-6; 1 Thess 5:21-22; Titus 1:9). 

7. The renunciation of inappropriate means of delivery (Eph 4:29; 2 Tim 2:24-25).

8. The acceptance of responsibility for what one speaks (James 3:1).
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• The Greek word translated “pugnacious,” πλήκτην (plēktēn), refers to one who acts 
as a “bully.” 

 The word is derived from the Greek verb πλήσσω (plēssō), which means “to 
strike with force.” 

“not pugnacious” (v. 3a)

 The basic idea behind this term “pugnacious” is 
that of physical aggression and violence.

 The word “pictures a quick-tempered individual 
who would prefer to use his fists rather than a 
reasoning tongue. Such a leader uses the threats of 
a bully to bludgeon people into conformity” (Lea 
and Griffin, 1, 2 Timothy).



11/1/2018

14

“It is well known to what ridicule they expose 
themselves, who are more ready to strike a blow with 
the fist, and—we might even say—to draw the sword, 

than to settle the disputes of others by their own 
sedate behavior. Strikers [“pugnacious”] is therefore 

the term which he applies to those who deal much in 
threatenings, and are of a warlike temperament.”

—John Calvin

• Quite simply, pugnaciousness is the expression of anger.

 What is anger? Robert Jones defines it as “a hot 
displeasure of the heart or soul which is experienced in 
response to something you perceive to be wrong, and 
which calls for just retribution or repayment.”

 “Angry people respond with their whole being—their 
thoughts, emotions, affections, words, actions, etc.—to 
people they perceive to be wrong or harmful to their 
own interests.” 

 “The root of anger lies in unsatisfied ruling ‘I-wantsies,’ 
unmet demands, and fallen heart-idols. Cravings cause 
conflicts.”
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• All Christians are called to mortify anger or pugnaciousness:

 Ephesians 4:31 – “Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and 
slander be put away from you, along with all malice.”

 Colossians 3:8 – “But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, 
slander, and obscene talk from your mouth.

 James 1:19b-20 – “But everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak and 
slow to anger; for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of 
God.”

 Colossians 3:19 – “Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered 
against them.”

 Colossians 3:21 – “Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that they will 
not lose heart.”

Pugnacious? The Contexts of Evaluation

Context Questions for Self-Evaluation

1. Family

Do I lash out at my wife or kids when they do not live up to my expectations? Do I curse 
at them, or raise my voice at them in inappropriate ways? Do I think about harming 

them in some way, even if I don’t act out upon it? Have I ever hit or pushed my wife in 
the midst of an argument? Have I ever disciplined my children in uncontrolled rage, or 

to the point of causing physical harm? 

2. Colleagues

Are my coworkers afraid to be around me? Do I yell at them over disagreements? Have 
I damaged property or acted out in other physical ways when a work decision does not 

go my way? Have I made threats to colleagues or clients? Have I fired or demoted an 
employee simply for offending me?

3. Neighbors
Have I yelled at a neighbor for an inconvenience he has caused? Have I threatened a 
neighbor for something I didn’t like about his behavior? Have I left him anonymous 

letters, or damaged his property in any way? Have I tried to sue?
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Pugnacious? The Contexts of Evaluation (cont’d)

Context Questions for Self-Evaluation

4. Believers

Do I tend to speak harshly and loudly with believers who disagree with me? Do I speak 
with biting sarcasm when another believer expresses something immature or of a 

different perspective? Do I tend to lose control of my emotions or words when 
someone confronts me on a sin or challenges my wisdom?

5. Strangers

Do I experience rage when someone cuts me off on the freeway? Do I sound my horn 
obnoxiously when someone tries to pull out of a parking spot as I am driving through? 
Do I speak condescendingly to waiters, cashiers, or customer service representatives 

who do not serve me as I expect?

6. Internet
Do I leave offensive or abusive comments on blogs? Do I send anonymous angry 

messages through social media to denounce those with whom I disagree? Do I rely on 
the explosive quality of my words to destroy others?

GENTLE
IN DISPOSITION
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“gentle” (v. 3b)

• The Greek word translated “gentle,” ἐπιεικής (epieikēs), describes the attitude of 
“not insisting on every right or letter of law or custom.”

 It can be translated as “yielding, gentle, kind, courteous, tolerant.”

 It describes a relational quality—a particular manner by which a person 
relates to others.

 “One of the truly great Greek words that is almost untranslatable.”

The term gentleness (ἐπιεικής) “was used for a considerate, 
thoughtful attitude in legal relationships which was prepared to 
mitigate the rigors of justice, with its laws and claims, in 
contrast to the attitude which demands that rights, including 
one’s own, should be upheld at all costs.”

—NIDNTT

This image cannot currently be displayed.
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The term “applied to him who knows how to bear injuries 
with a gentle and moderate disposition, who forgives much, 
who passes by insults, who neither makes himself be 
dreaded through harsh severity, nor exacts with full rigor.”

—John Calvin

• All Christians are called to put on gentleness:

 Philippians 4:5a – “Let your gentle spirit be known to all men.” 

 Titus 3:1-2 – “Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be 
obedient, to be ready for every good deed, to malign no one, to be 
peaceable, gentle, showing every consideration for all men.”

 Galatians 5:22-23 – “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such 
things there is no law.”

• Gentleness is one of the most winsome qualities of a Christian man.
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“Gentleness is essential to Christian living. It is not an add-on. It 
is . . . one of the few indisputable evidences of the Holy Spirit 
alive and well within someone. Gentleness is not just for some 
Christians, those wired in a certain way. It cannot merely be an 
inherent character trait, a result of personality or genetic 
predisposition, because it is listed as part of the fruit of the 
Spirit in Galatians 5. Looked at another way, nowhere in the 
New Testament’s lists of spiritual gifts is gentleness identified as 
one such gift. It is not a gift of the spirit for a few. It is the fruit 
of the Spirit for all. To be gentle is to become who we were 
meant to be; that is, to return to who we once were, in Eden.

—Dane Ortlund, Edwards on the Christian Life

How then are we to proclaim the truth in a context of hostility? 

“Gentle in presentation; powerful in substance.”
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Gentle? The Contexts of Evaluation

Context Questions for Self-Evaluation

In the home
If your wife was asked about your primary strengths, would she list gentleness as 
one of them? Do your children know you as much for your tenderness as for your 

discipline? Are you a shepherd of your family?

At work
Would your coworkers say that you are the last person in the office to insist upon his 

own rights? Do they know you as one who is quick to forgive, and who is willing to 
take responsibility for the deficiencies of the team? 

In the neighborhood Would your neighbors know they could turn to you for help in a time of personal 
emergency?

Towards believers

Have you withheld forgiveness from someone at the church even though they have 
asked, because you are expecting something bigger than a mere request? Have you 
not forgiven someone who injured you because they have not yet admitted their sin 

and asked for forgiveness?
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“peaceable” (v. 3b)

• The Greek word translated “peaceable,” ἄμαχος (amachos), literally means “against 
fighting” or “noncombatant.”

α (negation) + μάχη (“fighting, quarrels”) = “against fighting”

• Scripture is decidedly negative about the value of quarrels (μάχη).

 2 Timothy 2:23-24 – “But refuse foolish and ignorant speculations, knowing 
that they produce quarrels. The Lord’s bond-servant must not be 
quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged.”

 James 4:1-2 – “What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is 
not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members? “You lust 
and do not have; so you commit murder. You are envious and cannot obtain; 
so you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask.”

• All Christians are commanded to pursue peace.

 Titus 3:1-2 – “Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be 
obedient, to be ready for every good deed, to malign no one, to be 
peaceable, gentle, showing every consideration for all men.” 

 Romans 12:18 – “If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with 
all men.”

 Ephesians 4:1-3 – “Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to 
walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, 
with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one 
another in love, being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace.”
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The Biblical Basis for Peaceableness

1. A quarrelsome spirit displays man’s fallen-ness (Gal 5:19-21).

2. A quarrelsome spirit characterizes false teachers (Rom 16:17-18).

3. A quarrelsome spirit contradicts the claim to wisdom (Prov 20:3).

4. A quarrelsome spirit is hated by God (Prov 6:16-19).

5. A peaceable spirit reflects the character of God (Matt 5:9; Rom 15:33; Phil 4:9).

6. A peaceable spirit recognizes the image of God in others (Jas 3:6-12).

7. A peaceable spirit demonstrates the conciliatory nature of the gospel (Eph 2:14-16).

8. A peaceable spirit confirms the reality of true regeneration (Gal 5:22-23).

“The true test of a man’s spirituality is not his ability to speak, as we are apt 
to think, but rather his ability to bridle his tongue.” 

—Kent Hughes, Disciplines of a Godly Man, 136

“The people who influence us most are not those who buttonhole us and talk 
to us, but those who live their lives like the stars in heaven and the lilies in the 

field: peacefully, simply, and unaffectedly. These are the lives that mold us.” 

—Oswald Chambers, My Utmost for His Highest, May 18
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• “A good reputation” (1 Tim 3:7) literally means “a good witness.”

 The word “witness” (μαρτυρία, marturia) refers to a “confirmation 
or attestation” of something based particularly “on the basis of 
personal knowledge.”

 What is to be confirmed here is a man’s integrity of character. 

 Based on first-hand, personal knowledge, a statement of approval is 
required concerning the irreproachability of a man’s life. 

“And he must have a good reputation with those outside the church” (v. 7)
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• The source of this assessment is to come “from those outside the church”—
or simply, “from those outside.” 

 Those who are “outside” are those who are not members of “the 
household of God” (1 Tim 3:15). 

 Colossians 4:5 – “Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, 
making the most of the opportunity.”

 1 Thessalonians 4:12 – “so that you will behave properly toward 
outsiders and not be in any need.”

• Remarkably, Paul indicates that unbelievers’ assessments regarding the 
quality of a believer’s character matters.

• Paul explains the rationale behind this requirement: “so that he will not fall into 
reproach and the snare of the devil” (v. 7b).

 “Reproach” – a strong word referring to “an act of disparagement that 
results in disgrace.” It is the exact opposite of “above reproach” (v. 2a).

 “Snare” – The word is sometimes used to refer to “a device used to catch 
animals.” Here is refers to “that which causes one to be suddenly 
endangered or expectantly brought under control of a hostile force.”
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• Once again, all Christians are exhorted to maintain a good testimony before the 
watching world.

 1 Corinthians 10:32-33 – “Give no offense either to Jews or to Greeks or to 
the church of God; just as I also please all men in all things, not seeking my 
own profit but the profit of the many, so that they may be saved.”

 Titus 2:6-8 – “Likewise urge the young men to be sensible [sober in 
judgment] . . . so that the opponent will be put to shame, having nothing 
bad to say about us.”

 1 Peter 2:12 – “Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that 
in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may because of 
your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of 
visitation.”

“Satan’s second major objective of recruiting Christians as 
coconspirators against God’s kingdom focuses on discrediting a 
believer’s testimony. Satan wants us to travel on the highway of 
hypocrisy, to live different from what we believe and teaching, 
and thus lose our credibility. Without a consistent track record, 

we are impotent hypocrites, unable to do anything significant on 
God’s behalf; Satan has us where he wants us. I could cite many 
recent examples of well-known Christians who have lost their 
ministry and impact for God. In most cases they succumbed to 

sexual or material temptation.”

—Richard Mayhue, Unmasking Satan, 62
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“Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. 
Your adversary, the devil, prowls 

around like a roaring lion, seeking 
someone to devour.”

—1 Peter 5:8

Cultivating a Good Testimony among Unbelievers

1. Obey the law (1 Peter 2:14).

2. Work hard (1 Thess 4:11-12; 1 Tim 5:8).

3. Live visibly (Matt 5:14-16).

4. Be a worldly saint (Matt 9:10-13; 1 Cor 5:9-13).

5. Show love to believers (John 13:34-35).

6. Be prepared to speak (1 Pet 3:15-16).

7. Love the lost (1 Tim 1:15a).
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Summary Quality: “above reproach” (1 Timothy 3:2a)

At Home In Himself With People

husband of one wife (3:2) temperate (3:2) respectable (3:2)

manages his household 
well (3:4-5) prudent (3:2) hospitable (3:2)

not addicted to wine (3:3) able to teach (3:2)

free from the love of money (3:3) not pugnacious (3:3)

not a new convert (3:6) gentle (3:3)

peaceable (3:3)

has a good reputation 
with those outside (3:7)

What kind of MAN does your family need?

Discussion


